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The leader continued to say that he could have abducted
any number of rich Mexicans and not have caused any scan-
dal whatever, but he would make it abundantly clear that he
had nothing against the American government nor Sefior
Jenkins, mainly aiming to demonstrate that the actual Car-
ranza government was entirely unable to give guarantees to
foreign residents of Mexico against the revolutionaries.
Cordova volunteered that agents of the Puebla state gov-
ernment had sent word to him that he would be granted
amnesty and a large sum of money if he would appear and
testify against Jenkins. The rebel leader worked himself ^into
a froth with this disclosure. He stopped to call down every
curse upon the Carranza government known to the Spanish
vocabulary. And the Spanish curse-word vocabulary is ex-
tensive. He screwed up his face, he clenched his fists and
looked the part of a bandit. It was an outburst of rage which
proved rather amusing since Cordova was not dressed for the
role. He wore an ordinary black sweater over a calico shirt
without a necktie. To have been in perfect character he should
have been garbed in the besashed, bespangled and sombreroed
props which Mexican jefes are supposed to affect.
But it was Cordova's turn to be taken somewhat aback
when I accused him of plotting to kidnap Mr. Summerlin,
the American charge d'affaires, as well as the American con-
sular agent in Guadalajara, and the others in addition to Jen-
kins. His immediate reaction was a proof of guilty conscience.
This information had come to me, and I had been asked to try
it out on Cordova when and if I succeeded in making a con-
tact with him. As I made the assertion that I understood he had
planned a wholesale kidnaping conspiracy, he half rose in
his chair and shouted:
"How did you know that?"
I explained that I had received the information from